
Monday, February 8
Deuteronomy 33:27a:
     “The eternal God is thy refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting arms”.

     These have been challenging days 
that have turned into months for the 
whole world.  Our Baptist Retirement 
Homes staff has been keenly aware of 
the challenges to keep safe from 
Covid-19 some of the most vulnerable 
of our population, Older Adults. 
Challenges to keep our residents safe 
from the effects of isolation, loneliness, 
loss of contact with family, and fear 
have accompanied the pandemic.  The 
“Homes” have been blessed to be a 
safe haven with few infections. Our 
communities have bonded together to 
endure uncertain days.

     There is an old hymn, “Leaning on 
the Everlasting Arms” that was written 
with Deuteronomy 33:27 in mind. The 
writer, Anthony Showalker had two 
friends whose wives died about the 
same time.  Showalker wrote them to 
express his sympathy and included 
this verse.  He contemplated what it 
meant to find refuge in our Heavenly 
Father’s arms in times of fear and trial, 
and to allow His joy and peace to 
replace our loneliness and anxiety.  He 
then wrote the music and this refrain.  
“Leaning, leaning, safe and secure 
from all alarm. Leaning, leaning, I’m 
leaning on the everlasting arms”

As you pray today, be Thankful that 
even in a pandemic, underneath us are 
the everlasting arms of our Heavenly 
Father.  May His joy and peace 
replace our loneliness and anxiety.  
Our staff and residents covet your 
continued prayers.FEBRUARY  7-14, 2021

GOAL: $600,000

Tuesday, February 9
Ruth Greene
     Ruth Greene started piano lessons 
in the second grade.  Her mother 
wanted her to be a concert pianist, but 
Ruth says, “I didn’t make it”.  She 
became an excellent pianist and used 
her talents in a number of churches in 
the Asheville area all of her life.  A 
bookkeeper for over 40 years and a 
caregiver for her husband suffering 
from diabetes, Ruth’s life was busy.  
After her husband’s death, she worked 
as a cashier and befriended an older 
woman who could not drive.

     Ruth had her own hardships as 
well.  The most difficult was a fall that 
broke her back and for six months was 
confined to rehab.  While there, her 
home she rented was taken from her 
and she was homeless.  Ruth moved 
to WNC Baptist Home in October 
2019.  It was there that Ruth said, “I 
got the feeling that God wanted me to 
play the piano again.” Ruth began to 
play for the weekly chapel service and 
now due to Covid, she plays a 
portable electronic piano for three 
weekly Hall Chapel Services and other 
activities.  Ruth has a great sense of 
humor and infectious smile. Her 
mother’s goal for her was 
accomplished.  Ruth presents a 
concert to God every time she sits at 
the keyboard.

Pray for God to continue to provide 
resources that give Older Adults a 
home and a place to use the gifts God 
has blessed them with!

Wednesday, February 10
Ray Sluder
     Ray Sluder was born in Alexander, 
NC and was raised on a farm with 4 
brothers and 2 sisters.  His parents 
profoundly influenced him for a 
lifetime.  “My dad (who operated a 
sawmill) read the Bible to me all the 
time” and his mother (a homemaker) 
always said, “it’s not what is on the 
outside of a person, it what’s on the 
inside.”  His mother was speaking of 
the importance of having Jesus in your 
heart. Ray himself will share with 
anyone, “Jesus means everything to 
me.”

     Ray’s life was filled with hard work 
and difficult manual labor.  Working in 
Asheville and Florida, he then returned 
to Asheville to help his sister. He 
eventually bought, owned and ran a 
sawmill.  Ray got married at age fifty to 
his wife Jenneby, who initially he sold 
wood to heat her home.  Soon he was 
taking her scrap wood for free as their 
love grew. They were married for 
twenty two years.

     Ray became a resident of Baptist 
Retirement Homes in 2017.  Hard 
labor all his life brought about physical 
difficulties but has not dimmed his 
positive and optimistic outlook on life.  
Ray is an inspiration and always a 
“ray” of light to others.

Pray for God’s touch to be a “ray” of 
light and hope to those with physical 
difficulties today. Ask God to help you 
be an inspiration to someone in need 
today!

Thursday, February 11
Our Chaplains
     Baptist Retirement Homes is blessed 
to have outstanding Chaplains in our 
communities to be a source of 
inspiration and caring for our residents 
and staff.  In the past year, due to 
Covid-19, the role of the chaplain has 
been heightened due to the precautions 
that had to be taken to keep everyone 
as safe as possible.  Our chaplains 
provide meaningful ministry to 
encourage during times of isolation and 
separation from family. Creative ways to 
provide opportunities for worship and 
Bible Study have been developed and 
have been a source of encouragement, 
comfort and peace. The frequent visits 
to the residents rooms are highly 
anticipated.  Each chaplain is the 
presence of Christ in the community 
they have been called to minister.

     Our chaplains walk with residents 
through a myriad of issues.  From the 
anxiety of a new resident making the 
adjustments to a new home to end of 
life issues, the chaplain is ready to be of 
assistance.  Knowing and walking 
alongside staff as they provide care for 
residents they have come to love is 
critical to the deep level of care 
characteristic of Baptist Retirement 
Homes.

As you pray today, thank God for the 
chaplains He has called to serve the 
residents and staff of Baptist Retirement 
Homes.  Pray for God to use you to be a 
blessing and the presence of Christ to 
an Older Adult in your community today.

Friday, February 12
1 Chronicles 28:20
     And David said to his son Solomon, 
“Be strong and of good courage, and 
do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for 
the LORD God—my God—will be with 
you. He will not leave you nor forsake 
you, until you have finished all the 
work…”

The Bible talks a lot about courage.  
Abraham, Joseph and David all 
demonstrated courage and relied on 
their faith to fuel their courage.  The 
employees (team members) of Baptist 
Retirement Homes have demonstrated 
significant courage in continuing to 
care for those in our society that were 
the most vulnerable to the covid 
disease.  They went to work every day 
knowing that a resident or co-worker 
could give them the disease and they 
would bring it home to their family.  
They worried the most about getting 
the disease in their life outside of work 
and bringing it to our residents.
  
     My phone alarm wakes me up to the 
country song “Jesus, take the Wheel.”   
It is a reminder every day that despite 
the challenges I need to allow God to 
direct and control my life.  Allowing him 
to take control of our life gives us the 
courage to face the adversities that life 
brings.

As you pray today remember the 
courage of David and the words he 
shared with his son Solomon.  May you 
be blessed with the courage to face the 
adversities in your life.  Pray for 
continued courage for the team 
members and residents of Baptist 
Retirement Homes.

Reed VanderSlik, President of 
Baptist Retirement Homes

Saturday, February 13
Older Adult Activity
     A critical element of life for Older 
Adults is activity.  Activities that keep 
the mind sharp and the body moving 
are vital to a positive quality of life as 
we age.  Baptist Retirement Homes 
normally bustle with activities for all 
levels of community life.  The Covid-19 
pandemic necessitated many changes 
to keep our residents safe.  Isolation in 
rooms and apartments, meals 
delivered to the rooms, inability to 
gather for chapel, presentations, music 
programs, and crafts made the days 
long and limited the activities for all.

     Our Activity and Wellness Directors 
came to the rescue.  Going over and 
beyond the call of duty, they devised 
countless ways to engage residents to 
stay sharp even while quarantined!  
They made trips to grocery stores, ran 
errands, led exercise with social 
distance and were encouragers every 
day.  Activities for all levels of care 
were planned and carried out.  Our 
residents are blessed to have such 
talented and caring people keeping us 
sharp and moving!

Today, as you pray, remember the 
Activity and Wellness Directors in our 
Homes as they help us fulfill the goal of 
making life at Baptist Retirement 
Homes the “Best of Times”. 
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